The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tom Emmer
Majority Whip
Washington DC 20515

The Honorable Gary Palmer
Republican Policy Committee Chair
Washington DC 20515

The Honorable Mike Rogers

House Armed Services Committee Chair
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressional Leaders,

June 29, 2023

The Honorable Steve Scalise
Majority Leader
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Elise Stefanik
Republican Conference Chair
Washington DC 20515

The Honorable Tom Cole
House Rules Committee Chair
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Kay Granger
House Appropriations Committee Chair
Washington, DC 20515

On February 16, 2023 President Biden politicized the National Defense Authorization Act, when
the Department of Defense began using taxpayer dollars to fund all travel expenses for service
members and their families to receive elective abortions. We, the undersigned, believe this
unjust, and illegal policy must be fully repealed through the NDAA in order for a “clean” bill to
move forward.

Clear language defunding Biden’s abortion travel policy has passed the Appropriations
Committee in the Department of Defense Appropriations bill, but the NDAA is the legislative
vehicle to reassert Congress’ authority over policymaking and ensure that our nation’s laws and
policies reflect the will of the American people. Now that the House Armed Services Committee
has passed the FY24 NDAA it is imperative that this policy be fully repealed in any NDAA that
passes on the House floor.

After the Supreme Court decision in Dobbs, President Biden declared his intent to further his
pro-abortion agenda through every means possible. Four days after the decision, on June 28,
2022, Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, Gilbert Cisneros Jr. released a
memo detailing the department’s existing authority on paying for abortions stating clearly that
travel for non-covered abortions would be paid “at the Servicemember’s own expense.”

However, continued pressure from the Biden Administration’s Taskforce on Reproductive
Healthcare Access led the Department of Defense to reconsider their stance to follow all
applicable laws on performing and paying for abortions. An October 22, 2022 memo from
Secretary Lloyd Austin outlined new policies that use taxpayer funds to pay for time off, lodging
and travel for elective abortions and these policies were made official on February 16, 2023. This



is now the first opportunity the U.S. House of Representatives has had to reauthorize the Defense
Department and its personnel policies since the abortion travel policy has been in effect.

The American people expect the military to focus on winning actual wars, not fighting culture
wars. And the majority (60 percent) do not approve of using taxpayer money to fund abortions.
Rather than focusing on confronting the serious challenges facing our country, President Biden
and Secretary Austin have unnecessarily dragged the military into the middle of a divisive
political issue and attempted to co-opt military resources in furtherance of an unrelated, partisan,
ideological agenda. The House of Representatives now has an opportunity to remedy these

egregious actions and pass a truly clean NDAA.

Signed,

Kevin Roberts
President
The Heritage Foundation

Marjorie Dannenfelser
President
Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America

Carol Tobias
President
National Right to Life

Kristan Hawkins
President
Students for Life Action

Craig DeRoche
President & CEO
Family Policy Alliance

Penny Y. Nance
CEO & President
Concerned Women for America LAC

Christina Francis, MD

CEO

American Association of Prolife
Obstetricians and Gynecologists (AAPLOG)

Timothy R. Head
Executive Director
Faith & Freedom Coalition

Ryan Walker
Acting Executive Director
Heritage Action for America

Jeanne F. Mancini
President
March for Life Education and Defense Fund

Steven H. Aden
Chief Legal Officer & General Counsel
Americans United for Life

Tony Perkins
President
Family Research Council

Kris Ullman
President
Eagle Forum

Dr. Ben Carson
Founder and Chairman
American Cornerstone Institute

Star Parker
President

Center for Urban Renewal and Education
(CURE)

Tom McClusky
Director of Government Affairs
CatholicVote



Morton Blackwell
Chairman
Conservative Leadership PAC

Thomas McDonough
Executive Director
American Family Project

Jeffrey Barrows, DO, MA
Senior VP Bioethics and Public Policy
Christian Medical & Dental Associations

Allan Parker
President
The Justice Foundation

C. Preston Noell III
President
Tradition, Family, Property, Inc.

Alexandra Snyder
CEO
Life Legal Defense Foundation

Gene Mills
President
Louisiana Family Forum

John Helmberger
Chief Executive Officer
Minnesota Family Council

Jason J. McGuire
President
New York Families

Nicole Theis
President
Delaware Family Policy Council

Connie Eller
Founder
Missouri Blacks for Life

Bradley Mattes
President
Life Issues Institute

Sandy Rios

Director of Governmental Affairs

American Family Association

Dean Nelson
Vice President
Human Coalition

Gary L. Bauer
President
American Values

Kelsey Brown
Director of Communications
Vitae Foundation

Chuck Hurley
VP and Chief Counsel
The FAMILY Leader

Peter Range
CEO
Ohio Right to Life

Julaine K. Appling
President
Wisconsin Family Action

Cathi Herrod
President
Center for Arizona Policy

Steven Ertelt
Editor
LifeNews.com

Joan Bell
Founder
Gloria Dei



Christopher Bell, MA
President & Co-Founder
Good Counsel

Esther Ripplinger
President
Human Life of Washington

Anne Reed
Senior Policy Advisor
Operation Rescue

Karen Garnett
President
National Prayer Luncheon for Life

Deborah Tilden
President & CEO
S.M.A.R.T. Women's Healthcare

Royce Hood
Founder
Law of Life Summit

Monica M. Miller
Director
Citizens for a Pro-Life Society

Robin Sertell
Chair
ProLife Bitterroot

Brett Attebery
Chief Executive Officer
Heroic Media

Leah A. Jacobson MA, IBCLC
CEO and Founder
The Guiding Star Project



